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ABSTRACT 

Vowels are the most interesting class of sound in any language. The vowels are 
generally long in duration as compared to consonant sound. The utterance of vowel 
(in Indian context) is so modular and significant that even a machine can be easily 
trained to recognise uttered speech. The paper focuses on how Sanskrit philology can 
help towards making a standard classification of vowels of Indian languages. As per 
the utterance of vowel in Sanskrit is concerned, the classification at the surface level 
is done in terms of tongue hump position and tongue hump height, where tongue 
hump is the mass of the tongue at its narrowest constriction within the vocal tract. 
General classification of vowels categorised these into front, mid and back vowels. 
But in the context of ancient Sanskrit classification the work of PANini and 
PrAtisAkhyas are commendable. The details of this classification are presented in the 
paper. 
 


